
Woburn Sands Town Council Annual Report: Environment and Edgewick Farm 

Environment – With local landscaping work now largely devolved from Milton Keynes 

Council to the TC, a new grounds maintenance contract has been awarded to RTM 

Landscapes Ltd., a family-run business based in Loughton and Thornborough. From April this 

year, they are responsible for maintaining the town’s public green spaces, hanging baskets 

and planters, TC car parks and public footpaths, although some road verges and the adopted 

amenity spaces at Parklands will still be managed by MKC’s contractors. Jason Bright (JLB 

Garden Services), who formerly held the local contract, but who sadly had to retire, is 

warmly thanked by the TC for his excellent work here over the last few years. 

The Climate Change Group, set up by the TC last year and chaired by Cllr. Skelton, has 

submitted several papers to the TC, on the basis of which the local community will be 

consulted on the scope for our becoming a ‘Low Traffic Neighbourhood’, as well as other 

climate and environment-friendly initiatives – though after the dust has settled on the 

current consultations for SEMK and EWRC, to avoid confusion and consultation exhaustion! 

The Young Environmentalist Award announced last year, organised by Cllr. Rae, has been 

postponed to next year because of the Covid lockdowns, to allow sensible school liaison. 

Edgewick Farm – Thanks are due again to the EF Volunteers Group, chaired by Val Russell, 

for their continuing maintenance of this popular local amenity. Although such work was 

restricted by lockdown rules, the Group managed to do many jobs, especially including 

laying more boardwalk along the southern boundary footpath. Assistance from the 

Greensand Trust and extra help from a number of Duke of Edinburgh Award candidates is 

gratefully acknowledged. New volunteers will be welcome to join us again post-lock-down – 

meeting on the first Sunday of each month, at 10.00am by the barn on Woodland Way (next 

to the orchard). 

The benefit of EF to the community for individual exercise, both human and canine, notably 

came to the fore during lockdown – providing a well-timed riposte to the ill-considered 

EWRC ‘Option 1’ proposal for putting a road through both EF and the Allotments! (*See 

below. Don’t forget to respond to the EWRC consultation by June 9th, by the way.)  

The local Fuller’s Earth heritage walk, starting out from EF, which was successfully led for 

the MK Heritage Week last September, is being run again this May, as part of the Greensand 

Country Festival. It’s already fully booked (again), though a further repeat is being planned 

for the MK Heritage Week this September. 

A growing problem in recent years has been that of mature trees stressed by a double 

whammy of hot dry summer episodes (leading to root desiccation), followed by winter-

spring gales, resulting in them shedding branches or even being blown over. This spring, for 

example, an old sweet chestnut collapsed from the edge of Wavendon Woods onto the 

fence of the top field. We’re grateful to the Bedford Estates for promptly clearing it and 

restoring the damaged fence; but as such weather events are predicted consequences of 

global climate warming, we must expect (and allow for) more such impacts on trees in 

future years. However, at the same time the TC has noted a worrying increase in recent 

applications to fell trees to ground level within the town, often for a reasons of expediency 



unrelated to the condition of the trees themselves. Faced with this cumulative erosion of 

our tree stock, we need to learn to love our trees rather more and try to find imaginative 

alternatives to simply chopping them down when they are felt to be ‘in the way’; it would 

also be good to see more saplings being planting in our gardens. 
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